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Foreword

It is with great pleasure that I introduce the third edition of String Figure Bibliography,
compiled by Dr. Tom Storer. Over 500 new entries have been added since the second
edition appeared in 1996. Of the 1862 total entries, 341 include illustrations of string
figures and instructions for making them, 372 include illustrations only, and 19 include
instructions only (no illustrations). The remaining entries document other aspects of
string figures as described below.

Each entry is prefaced by a symbol that identifies the type of information it contains:

⇒ An arrow indicates that the cited work includes both string figure illustra-
tions and instructions.These are, of course, the classic source documents of
the string figure literature, highly sought after by anyone wishing to pursue
comparative studies or augment their personal repertoire of figures.

� A square indicates that the cited work includes instructions for making
string figures, but lacks illustrations. Fortunately, these are relatively rare!

∗ An asterisk indicates that the cited work includes illustrations of string fig-
ures, but lacks instructions describing how to make them. Unfortunately,
some of the most interesting string figure collections ever published belong
to this category (e.g., Roth, 1902, or Campbell, 1971).

• In most cases, a filled circle indicates that the cited work includes informa-
tion on string figures but lacks illustrations and instructions for making
them. The quality and extent of information varies considerably. Some of
the cited works merely mention string figures in passing or feature them in
a unique way (novels, paintings, calendars, cartoons). Others include sup-
plemental data of great interest such as: names given to string figures at
specific locations, beliefs associated with their manufacture, information on
who makes them and why, and so forth. Although few in number, works that
the Dr. Storer has been unable to examine personally are also included in
this category. Some of these may indeed include string figure illustrations
and/or instructions, but cannot be classified as such until located.

As in previous editions, the entries in this edition are sorted by author. A searchable
electronic version is available from the publisher upon request (diskette or e-mail attach-
ment). An abridged version, with entries sorted by geographic region, is available on the
World-Wide-Web (www.isfa.org/biblio.htm).

Mark A. Sherman, ISFA Press



Additions and corrections

Additions, corrections, completion of reference citations, comments and inquiries are
cordially invited. Please send them to:

Dr. Tom Storer
Editor, String Figure Bibliography
317 S. Division St. PMB #86
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104-2203
USA
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Ager, L.P.
• THE REFLECTION OF CULTURAL VALUES IN ESKIMO CHILDREN’S GAMES.
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Aginsky, B.
• CULTURE ELEMENT DISTRIBUTIONS, XXIV: CENTRAL SIERRA. Anthropologi-

cal Records, Vol. 8, No. 4, University of California Press, Berkeley (1943). p. 424.

Agostini, F.
• MATH AND LOGIC GAMES. Harper and Row, New York (1986). (Cover)
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• ETHNOLOGY OF TUBUAI. B.P. Bishop Museum, Bulletin No. 70, Honolulu (1930).

p. 94.

Akerman, H.
⇒ CAT’S CRADLE. Strand Magazine, Vol. 115, No. 693, London (Sept. 1948). pp. 54-57.

Alcalay, R.
• THE COMPLETE ENGLISH-HEBREW DICTIONARY. The Prayer Book Press,

Bridgeport (1965). p. 575.

Alexander, B. and C.
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p. 26.
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